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September 17, 2019 
 
Dear Euclid resident, 
 
Clients have been asking my opinion about the RITA issue on the Euclid ballot in 
November. If you are not familiar with the issue, the idea is to switch from our in-house 
Euclid tax department to have Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) administer our taxes. 
 
I try not to take sides in political issues; as a business owner there is a risk to that. This 
issue is a bit different, because I feel I have a unique perspective to offer. I am a Euclid 
resident for 30 years and have been preparing income tax returns as a CPA for 22 years.  
 
I have seen Euclid tax administration go from Central Collection Agency (CCA) to in-house 
tax collection. Now they are looking at switching from in-house to RITA. I interact with all 
tax agencies regularly: IRS, Ohio, RITA, CCA, Euclid, and other cities with in-house tax 
departments. I have no personal affiliations, friends, relatives or neighbors at either the 
Euclid tax department or RITA.  
 
What does this mean for you? 
As a Hupp Tax Service client, there is really nothing different for you. We can prepare any 
income tax return you may need. There is no change in the amount of tax: the tax rate, 
reciprocity, and penalties stay the same. You will make your payment to RITA instead of 
Euclid. You might even save on your tax preparation fee if you normally have to file both a 
Euclid return and a RITA return (if you moved to or from a RITA city, or have a rental or 
business in a RITA city). We can include all income on one RITA return.  
 
What does this mean for Hupp Tax Service? 
There are pros and cons. RITA is a well-run organization and easy to work with. 
Representatives are accessible, knowledgeable, and courteous. I have never had a 
problem working with RITA to resolve an issue or get information. They have an 
automated phone line to allow me to find out exactly how much you have paid in 
estimates for the tax year. That means I can complete your tax return during non-
business hours, evenings and weekends.  
 
On the con side, RITA sends out a lot of letters to taxpayers. As your tax preparer, we help 
you understand and respond to those notices. This service is covered in our tax 
preparation fee, so we end up doing more work for no additional revenue. We 



 

understand RITA is a tax collector and they take their job very seriously. They want to 
collect every dollar legally owed. 
 
What does this mean for Euclid? 

 More money! From my perspective, the main reason to switch is the potential for 
a significant amount of additional revenue to the city. Based on cities similar in 
size, demographics, and tax structure that RITA has taken on, they estimate $1 - 
$3 million per year of additional tax collected.  
 
Believe it or not, there are some Euclid residents who don’t pay all or any of their 
city taxes! Euclid has processes that identify some of these delinquent filers. RITA, 
due to their size, has access to better information about taxpayer income than 
Euclid. RITA administers taxes for over 300 cities; over half of the cities in Ohio. 
They have the technology to analyze all of this data (from the IRS and other RITA 
members) to make sure residents are filing, reporting all of their income, and 
paying their fair share. Euclid is a paper-based department and simply can’t 
replicate RITA’s process. 

 
 Elimination of jobs. There are currently 3 full-time and 2 part-time jobs in the 

Euclid tax department. Only one of these jobs will be retained. Emotionally, it is 
difficult to eliminate jobs for any reason and this is no exception. On the other 
hand, if Euclid receives more revenue, I would expect some of that money to go to 
more jobs in other departments (e.g., safety forces). 

 
I encourage all voters to be as informed as possible about the issues. This is my 
perspective based on my understanding of RITA and Euclid tax departments, my audit 
experience, and the thousands of RITA returns and hundreds of Euclid tax returns we 
prepare every year. I feel the switch to RITA is the best thing for the city of Euclid. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 440-944-4343, or email at 
beth@hupptax.com. If you’d like a “Yes to RITA” yard sign, let me know; I am happy to 
drop one off for you! 
 
Thank you, 
Beth D’Arcy, CPA and proud Euclid resident 
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